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How We Arrived and Where We Are: A Travelogue of Employment-Based Immigration

• 1970s: Livin’ the Dream in “Mayberry”
• 1986: The Beginnings of Employer and Employee Responsibility IRCA
• 1990: Life Under IMMACT90
• Mid-1990s: Republican-led Congress Begins to get Tough
• 2000s: Economic Growth, 9/11, and the Shift of Immigration Policy Toward Homeland Security
• Today: Homeland Security with an Attitude

Moderator: William A. Stock, Philadelphia, PA  Panelists: Sam Myers, Mpls, MN; Scott Borene, Mpls, MNEM
PL

O
YM

EN
T-

BA
SE

D

SESSION 1

8:00-9:00 AM

Advanced Removal

• Initiating Proceedings: From Police to Immigration: difficulty in obtaining bond with pending criminal charges, 
IJ’s insistence of providing police reports in pending criminal charges, inability to resolve pending criminal 
charges due to immigration custody, and grant/denial of relief with pending criminal charges

• In proceedings: NTAs: proper service/contesting/conceding charges/designating country for removal/motions 
to suppress evidence; individual Hearings: preparation of witnesses (e.g. incrimination issues), admission of 
evidence and objections, timeline for IJ’s decisions

• After proceedings: DHS’ appeals, DHS’ initiation of removal proceedings against family members, Final Order 
Reinstatement issues: Reasonable fear, Motion to Reopen 

Panelists: Magdalena Metelska, St. Paul, MN; Stephanie Morales, Mpls, MN; Maria Trafton, Bloomington, MN
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• Where to start when researching a completely new area of immigration law 
• Recommended research resources
• Ideas for what to do when research seems stuck
• Keeping up to date on current case law or changes in regulations

Moderator: Stephen Meili, Mpls, MN  Panelists: Sarah Loor, Washington, D.C.; Elizabeth Holmes, Bloomington, MN
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SESSION 2

9:15-10:15 AM

Finding Relief in Federal Court

• Appealing removal orders to the Circuit Court
• Challenging agency decisions in District Court (including adjustment for TPS recipients)
• District Court actions to stop deportations (including temporary stays for immigrants with prior orders of 

deportation)
• Recent developments in federal litigation (prolonged detention, crimes of violence, etc.)

Panelists: John Bruning, St. Paul, MN; Marc Prokosch, Bloomington, MN; Kate Evans, Moscow, ID

Keys to Competent Counsel and Comprehensive Coordination for Human Trafficking Victims

• Effectively screening for T-Visa relief: tips to identify trafficking victims among key industries, exploited 
undocumented workers and smuggled immigrants

• Guidance for preparing a robust T-Visa filing
• Overcoming challenges and identifying key resources of newcomers
• Tips for successfully working with prosecutors to advocate for your victim/client in criminal proceedings
• Advising clients and providing effective referrals for civil remedies

Panelists: Stephanie Morales, Mpls, MN; Cindy Anderson, Mpls, MN; Sarah Brenes, Mpls, MN

The DOL and Your H-1B and PERM Practice: Tips, Tools, and Updates from the Trenches

• Overview of H-1B Status
• Use of Wage Experts and/or Private Wage Surveys to 

Combat Level 1 Wage RFEs 
• Planning Around the New SOC Codes:  What We 

Might Expect and What We Cannot Know
• Overview of PERM 
• PERM Practice Pointers and Hot Topics: Advising 

Clients on “Not Substantially Comparable” On-the-
Job Experience, Matter of O-A-, Inc. - Provisional 
Certificates and Qualification for Degree vs. Degree 
Issuance, Changes in Worksites, Use of Non-
Quantifiable Requirements, and more

• H-1B and PERM Strategies: Interplay between H-1B 
and PERM and Setting Up a Case for Long-Term 
Success

Moderator: Jenny Mojica, Mpls, MN  Panelists: Beth Carlson, Mpls, MN; Sarah Iyer, Chicago, IL
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SESSION 3

10:30-11:30 AM

U Visa

• Identify indirect victims and beneficiaries
• Establishing qualifying crimes 
• Lesser-known qualifying crimes
• Humanitarian parole: how to capitalize on provisional approvals for family members outside the US
• Presenting U-visa waivers before IJs 

Panelists: Lenore Millibergity, St. Paul, MN; Paul Lovino, St. Paul, MN; Cassondre Buteyn, Mpls, MN
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Fighting a Denied Employment-Based Petition: Refile, Appeal, Sue

• Assessing the Record – Refile or New Strategy?
• Appeals to the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO)
• How to Get into Court? How Long Does it Take? Will I Win on Summary Judgment?
• Recent Case Examples of Successful Litigation

Moderator: Debra Schneider, Mpls, MN  Panelists: Leslie K. Dellon, Washington, D.C.; David Asp, Mpls, MN
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Inadmissibility and Waiver Essentials

• Overview of the most common INA 212 inadmissibility provisions;
• Practical guide to screening clients, including forecasting Trump administration priorities;
• Responding to Requests for Evidence;
• Trends in denials; and
• Best practices for filing waivers, including at the local office.

Moderator: Kara Lynum, St. Paul, MN    Panelists: Susan Koberstein, Mpls, MN; Kate Lovo, Mpls, MN
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SESSION 4

1:45-2:45 PM

Advanced Consular Processing

• Travel/Muslim Ban - trends and waiver applications
• Working through long pending background/security checks
• Issues related to past drug use
• Issues related to USCIS failing to forward USCIS file to U.S. Embassy
• Best practices when communicating with consular posts

Panelists: Sue Swanson, Grand Forks, ND; Marissa Hill-Dongre, Mpls, MN; Rachel Kieke, Mpls, MN

Immigration Compliance and Enforcement Under the Trump Administration Policy of  
“Buy American, Hire American” ... and More 

• Partnering with Your Clients to Develop and Implement Customized Immigration Compliance Programs
• Best Practices in Creating and Maintaining LCA and Public Access Files
• Preparing Your Clients for FDNS, DOL, and ICE Site Visits
• Best Practices for I-9 and E-Verify Compliance Procedures
• What has Happened and What’s Next? Analyzing Recent Moves and Anticipating Next Moves by the  

Immigrant and Employee Rights Section of the Department of Justice

Moderator: Elaine M. Kumpula, Mpls, MN  Panelists: Loan Huynh, Mpls, MN; Scott Wright, Mpls, MN

No Question is a Stupid Question Q&A

• What are the options for a case that is stuck?
• Does it work to send an E-request to a Service 

Center or is it better to call Customer Service?
• How to create a case strategy when there are 

multiple forms of relief
• Do you advise your client to file an N-400 if they 

have a DWI within the past 2 years? Or wait the full 3 
or 5 years?

• What is PIP?  Is it available to non-military members?
• What is “humanitarian deferred action”, who should 

file for it and who has jurisdiction over it?
• How do you deal with asylum/USCIS officers who are 

dismissive of you during interviews?
• Who is still eligible for NACARA?  How can you get a 

faster decision?
• What is “automatic visa revalidation”?

Panelists: Lesley Guyton, St. Paul, MN; Phil Fishman, Mpls, MN; Julie Carlson, St. Paul, MN
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SESSION 5

2:50-3:50 PM

 Room 238FUNDAMENTALS

EMPLOYMENT-BASED  Room 235

 Room 244 ADVANCED

Advocacy

• Advocacy as a Constituent: call congressional members, schedule a visit, writing letter, attend events
• Advocacy as an Attorney: help clients reach out to their congressional members, provide expert advice to 

congressional offices, write op-eds and letters to the editors
• Informal Advocacy: social media, strategic conversations with friends and family
• Advocacy as an Ally: know your role, provide legal input, listening to leaders, do no harm
• How to stay energized: structure your time, stay positive, stay connected

Panelists: Ana Pottratz Acosta, St. Paul, MN; Sandra Feist, Minneapolis, MN; Kara Lynum, St. Paul, MN
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Crimmigration Essentials

• Definition of a Conviction under the INA
• What constitutes and Aggravated Felony
• Analyzing a CIMT in the Modern Era (Mathis, Descamps, Moncrieffe, Mellouli, Silva Trevino, etc.)
• Recent BIA developments
• To Plea or not to Plea

Moderator: Eren Sutherland, Mpls, MN   Panelists: Sheila Stulman, Mpls, MN; Stacy Taeuber, Mpls, MN
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• Dealing with the Buy American Hire American 

(BAHA) Executive Order
• Computer Programmer Memo
• Trends in H-1B and Other NIV RFEs
• DOS Changes to the FAM, including New  

Language that References BAHA Executive  
 

Order Regarding the Adjudication of H, L, O, P, and 
E Visas

• Changes to the 30/60 day (Nonimmigrant Intent) 
rule with respect to E-3, TN, B-2, H-1B1

• Role of USCIS Ombudsman’s Office

• How to Access the Ombudsman’s Office to Resolve 
Problems Appropriate for  that Office

Moderator: Craig Peterson, Woodbury, MN  Panelists: Carrie Anderson, Washington, D.C.;  
           Kate Wasylik, Mpls, MN
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SESSION 6

4:00-5:00 PM

Logistics and Ethics of Managing an Immigration Practice in Tumultuous Times

• Using dashboards and key performance indicators effectively in your law practice
• Prioritizing tasks
• Gauging data and success

Panelists: Vincent Martin, Bloomington, MN; Reid Trautz, Washington, D.C.; Leslie Karam, Bloomington, MN

Navigating Bond Hearing

• Introduction to bond hearings basics (procedure, bond v. removal hearing, timeline, benefits of bond, 
elements affecting IJ’s decision, burden of proof)

• How to navigate bond preparation in different scenarios (DUI, domestic violence, pending criminal charges)
• More complicated bond issues - mandatory detention

Moderator: Gaowen Li, Mpls, MN  Panelists: Kathy Moccio, Mpls, MN; 
          Rajin Olson, Mpls, MN; 
          Graham Ojala-Barbour, St. Paul, MN

Beyond the Cap: Alternatives to H-1Bs

• Creative Ideas for Workers who are not Selected Under the Annual H-1B Cap 
• Advantages and Disadvantages of Choosing an Immigration Dtrategy Other than H-1B (including TNs, O-1s, 

E-3s, L-1s, etc.) 
• Considerations Impacting Choice of Alternatives in Specific Cases (Processing Times, Country-Specific/ 

Consular-Specific Issues, USCIS vs Consular Adjudication, etc.)

Moderator: Ellen Freeman, Pittsburgh, PA  Panelists: Elizabeth Thompson, Mpls, MN; 
          Renée Mueller Steinle, Mpls, MN


